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When Paul and I first met, one of the things we wanted to do, was to raise children who 
think about other people, in light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, more than they think about 
themselves. Whether that’s overseas, in another state or in our local hometown. Thinking 
of others more than you think of yourself is a fairly common biblical principle taught in 
schools, home and churches—but we wanted to see God ‘put flesh’ on that principle. What 
we have been learning and have seen over the last 9 years of being parents, is that God 
will use our children to love other people and draw them to Himself, if we are willing to 

trust Him to do so. Here’s some tips we’ve learnt along the way, and continue to learn.. 

Teach them to reflect on the world around them from a biblical perspective.  

Instead of just saying, “Drugs are bad” and scaring them into staying away 
from them - teach them the consequences of drug use, teach them to consider 
why people start taking drugs, or drinking heavily. Sin is a result of us humans 
thinking we can live life our own way, without God. When we put God first and 
trust him to satisfy us, we don’t need to search for ’other things’ to fill the 
void. When we go through valleys of hurt and disappointment, we can trust God to be our counsellor and bring 
healing to our brokenness, we don’t need drugs to numb the pain.  

Let them see you and hear you enjoying God’s Word at all times through the day 

Mission and Ministry is motivated by the desire to share God’s love for us with those around us. We want them 
to see that our ability to serve in the darkest, hardest times comes from the strength God gives us through His 
Spirit and through His Word. Let them hear you singing praises to God, let them hear you praying for others, 

let them see you writing God’s word down for you to remember, let them see 
you weep before God in your brokenness, trouble and strife. 

What about serving God in dangerous communities or contexts? 

Bring it on! When our eldest was 2, God led us to run the local community 
centre. The community house was in a community where drugs and alcohol 
were rampant. I was nervous about how this would work, having Grace and 
Reuben and pregnant with our 3rd child. But the more we prayed and sought 
God’s leading, the more peace we had that this was where God was placing us, 
and if God was placing us here, He had us in the palm of His hand and would 

protect us. I had to trust Him. Over the years we have seen God protect us in incredible ways—from calming 
aggressive drug users, fending off dogs, to keeping us safe on the road over the countless kms. It certainly 
does not guarantee immunity from death or danger. By all means, yes, count the cost of what God is asking you 
to do—but consider faithfully the huge currency of God’s power when you make this calculation. 

There are most certainly times when children should not be involved, or should be removed from certain 
situations. This is something we bring before God regularly – being aware of people or situations that could 



potentially cause harm to our children. Paul and I have secret signs and winks and hand gestures that make each 
other aware of people to keep an eye on, and we both commit our kids into God’s care – asking that He would 
draw our attention to the situations we must remove ourselves or our children from.  

Seek out opportunities to Serve locally and overseas. 

Can you cook a meal for someone? Can you visit someone who is sick or elderly, 
regularly? A group called “Sole Hope” allow you to create shoe making sets out 
of spare denim clothes and milk bottles! When you send the sets to them, local 
people in the villages in Africa use them to make shoes for the children so they 
don’t get jiggers in their feet! This is a great opportunity for families to be 
involved in ministry overseas, without travel costs. This year our eldest 3 asked 
to go and help stack shelves at the local food pantry. It has been wonderful 
watching them develop friendships with local people. 

Learn to identify when you are ‘dragging’ them to serve and address it. 

I don’t ever want to see our kids forced to serve. Let me re word that, I don’t 
want to see our kids grow up and resent serving God or their upbringing. We need so much wisdom from God 
as to what we expect our children to do and what we give them choice to do. We find ourselves regularly 
reflecting on their attitude towards service – Where do they get their motivation to serve from? Are they 
doing this joyfully? What is it that makes them not want to help this week? 

Last year we were doing lots of travelling, and we had to keep a close eye on their attitudes. Some weeks they 
were adamant they did not enjoy travelling, but then they were later able to reflect and say how much fun they 
had meeting new people (and not having to go to bed at the ‘normal’ time.). Some weeks, they needed rest and 
we let Paul go by himself. Serving is not about how much we do for Jesus, but rather how we do it for Jesus, 
by faith. 

 

We occasionally add posts to our blog www.ephraimhouse.org that address missions and family. Feel free to 
check it out! 

 
 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall 

teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 

your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when 

you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 

frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your 

house and on your gates. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 

 

 

We pray God might open up opportunities for you and your family to 
faithfully serve Him, wherever you are now and wherever God may 

call you to move to. 

  

http://www.ephraimhouse.org/

